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foreword by

Dr. Mohammad Akhter, President & CEO

M

ore than a billion people worldwide still live
on less than a dollar a
day; they have little or
no access to clean water supplies and sanitation or basic health care. Despite these dire
numbers, there are many innovative programs
diligently making progress toward eradicating abject poverty — one person at a time,
one village at a time. The ﬁght against global
poverty is a culmination of individual efforts
on many fronts. InterAction’s Effective Assistance Photography Contest puts a human face
on the ongoing global effort to combat poverty.
I am excited and honored to be able to share
these intimate yet overwhelming acts of selfimprovement and courage of conviction.
Foreign Assistance in Focus is much more than
a compilation of stunning photographs. It is
the visual representation of what goes on every day of every year in developing countries
all over the world. Development and humanitarian assistance programs are being implemented in remote areas — working hand in

hand with local residents in improving education and job skills, reducing hunger, providing
aid to refugees and disaster victims, advocating for peace and democracy and promoting
gender equality.
We hope that as you enjoy this book, you will
remember that these are pictures in real-time:
They are happening right now in hundreds of
countries around the world. We have provided
a telescopic view into a unique person’s life
— a life ﬁlled with challenges, hope and perseverance. Each picture is accompanied by a
brief description of the program and a special
commentary from the photographer.
Especially in these times of uncertainty, when
man-made and natural disasters collide, American foreign aid remains essential, and the role
of effective assistance is clearly deﬁned. The
fundamental need to invest in the future, to
promote basic health care and education for the
world’s poor, is becoming increasingly apparent. However, there is still a tremendous need
for additional support for programs that address
starvation, poverty, disease and illiteracy.

7

Our heartfelt thanks to all the remarkable photographers who entered the contest. The vivid
photos are full of character, and each picture
effectively captures raw emotions. Choosing
the winning photographs from such an array
of inspired works was immensely challenging.

No calling is more noble, and no
responsibility greater, than that
of enabling men, women and
children, in cities and in villages
around the world, to make their
lives better.
Koﬁ Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
Address to the U.N. General Assembly
April 2000
Yet we believe the photos showcased in this
book capture the very essence of international
humanitarian and development aid. I am sure
you will, as we have, fall in love with the grace
and beauty of the human spirit.

about the GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR
EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE

O

ver the past 50 years, impressive strides have been
made toward improving
living conditions and preserving human dignity
around the world. Yet in
spite of these successes, much remains to be
done. To address the vast and growing array
of problems facing impoverished countries,
the strong and sustained involvement of many
actors is required.
In February 2002 InterAction launched the
Global Partnership for Effective Assistance,
an education and communications campaign
aimed at raising the public’s awareness of the
importance of effective development and humanitarian assistance. By highlighting the successes and the impact of foreign aid, we aim
to reinvigorate the United States’ role in partnering to build safer, more stable democratic
societies. Nongovernmental organizations
have worked both individually and together to
bring about meaningful changes in the lives of

the poor and marginalized populations, at the
national, global and community levels.
The advantage of the Global Partnership for Effective Assistance is that it focuses on the entire picture of development and humanitarian
assistance programs. Through our sustained
collaborative effort with our members, their constituencies and allies, this campaign is living up
to its goal of saving lives and building self-sufﬁciency by increasing development and humanitarian assistance, improving aid effectiveness
and building international partnerships.
The campaign’s areas of focus include the
United Nations’ Millennium Development
Goals, which set measurable and achievable
benchmarks to be reached by 2015 to reduce
mother and child mortality; alleviate hunger;
reduce poverty; provide basic education to all
children; promote women’s equality and empowerment; and combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other infectious diseases. The scope and
diversity of InterAction’s membership affords

9

us the ability to reach millions of people and to
work toward achieving these objectives by:

ing those communities by transferring their
knowledge and skills to their local partners as
well as learning from them.

• Advocating for increased funds for effective
development and humanitarian assistance
programs that build self-sufﬁciency.

Given the unique and valuable role American
nongovernmental organizations play in relief and development efforts worldwide, their
experiences and perspectives should factor
prominently in the development of international
policies and strategies for the reduction of global
poverty and the safeguarding of human dignity.

• Increasing the effectiveness of development
and humanitarian workers through the sharing of best practices and lessons learned.
• Increasing the support for proven effective
programs that ﬁght poverty worldwide.
International nongovernmental organizations
based in the United States are applying their
strengths and advantages to the task of promoting social and economic development and
safeguarding human dignity around the world.
Their effectiveness is bolstered not only by the
quality of their staff and programs, but also by
their long-term commitment to working with
local communities, which includes empower-

InterAction’s annual Effective Assistance Photo Contest helps us provide a window into the
world of nongovernmental organizations and
the people they assist.
The Global Partnership for Effective Assistance is partly funded through the generous
support of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Ford Foundation.
For more information on InterAction’s campaign
and programs, visit: www.interaction.org.
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The beneﬁts of providing basic
education to the world’s children extend
beyond the simple accumulation of
knowledge.

1

Educated citizens are better equipped to select their own leaders and to stand
up for their rights. An educated society tends to be a more stable and democratic society. Mothers who have received an education are more likely to have
healthy babies. Signiﬁcant progress has been made in ensuring that every child
receives basic schooling: Primary school enrollment in the developing world grew
by 90 million children in the 1990s, and the worldwide illiteracy rate dropped
from 37 percent to 20 percent between 1970 and 2000. However, much work
remains to be done. Less than half of the children in the developing world eligible to attend school are enrolled. Of particular concern is the education of women and girls. Only 14 percent of girls in the developing world attend secondary
school, despite evidence that receiving an education will better prepare them
to make their own decisions regarding work and family and to protect themselves from diseases such as HIV/AIDS. Nongovernmental organizations have
been working with national governments to increase access to schools for all children, modernize teaching methods and increase classroom debate to produce a
better-educated, more productive population throughout the developing world.

BASIC EDUCATION
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G

eorgina Koranteng Pokua, age six, writes the
alphabet on a chalkboard at the New Akrade
Presbyterian Primary School in the Eastern Region
of Ghana. Georgina’s school in the Asuogyaman
District is part of the Education Development
Center’s Community School Alliances Project in
Ghana. The project seeks to assist communities and the government
in understanding what can be done to improve the quality of primary
school education. The Community School Alliances project helps 300
primary schools throughout Ghana to build an environment of mutual respect, responsibility and action among community members,
schools and administrators as they work
together to meet the
educational needs of
Ghana’s children.

Georgina Koranteng Pokua, age six,
writes the alphabet on a chalkboard
at the New Akrade Presbyterian
Primary School in the Eastern
Region of Ghana.

Photographer: Karl Grobl
Location: Asuogyaman District, Ghana
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cambodian school

H

agar Project’s School
Support Program provides-educational
opportunities to disadvantaged children in
Cambodia’s rural areas,
including at this school in rural Kompong
Thom, near Phnom Penh. In a country where
female literacy is only at 57 percent, studies
have shown that girls who receive higher

of education for girls. Over the past 10 years,
Hagar has built nine school buildings, six in
the province of Kompong Thom and three
in the province of Kratie. It provides every
student with the necessary school materials.
The organization not only constructs schools
but also provides teacher training and income supplements for teachers. As government teachers are paid very poorly, Hagar
supplements their income to allow them to

In a country where female literacy is only at 57 percent,
studies have shown that girls who receive higher education are
less likely to be subjected to poverty, abuse and trafficking.
education are less likely to be subjected to
poverty, abuse and trafﬁcking. Hagar is addressing the urgent need to supply educational infrastructure and to promote the value

also teach in the afternoon rather than seek
alternative work to support themselves. As a
result, children do not need to pay for their
afternoon lessons.

Photographer: Karl Grobl
Location: Kompong Thom, Cambodia

BASIC EDUCATION
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Photographer: Jeffrey Austin
Location: Sierra Leone

Traveling through West Africa on behalf of
the International Rescue Committee and
the American Refugee Committee, I visited
this internally displaced persons camp
where the International Rescue Committee
was supplying books and other educational
materials. This appreciative young girl
was one of the beneficiaries of this direct
assistance. The organization distributes
educational supplies to schools throughout
Sierra Leone.

BASIC EDUCATION

i can read
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n the tiny community of Willoq,
near the town of Ollantaytambo in
the Peruvian Andes, many students
walk through rugged, high-altitude
mountain terrain from as far as three
miles away, wearing sandals made
from discarded automobile tires, for the
privilege of attending school. Their modest,
unheated school building consists of just ﬁve
classrooms, each overﬂowing with children
eager to learn. Most speak Quechua, their

tight-knit community are dressed in traditional skirts, shawls and hats that are made
by hand in the village. At lunchtime, each
child is fed a warm cup of milk-like proteinrich soup and a few biscuits. Spirits are as
high as the altitude (over 12,000 feet), and
the enthusiastic students are diligent about
their studies. Each day after school, the children return home to help their parents with
household chores such as tending sheep,
spinning wool or attending to their younger

Spirits are as high as the altitude (over 12,000 feet), and the
enthusiastic students are diligent about their studies. Each day
after school, the children return home to help their parents
with household chores such as tending sheep, spinning wool or
attending to their younger siblings while dinner is prepared.
native language, while some have mastered
Spanish as well. Lessons for the younger
classes start in the students’ native tongue,
but gradually, as students progress, they
are taught in Spanish. All children in this

siblings while dinner is prepared. Pictured
here are two Willoq children beginning their
homework assignment while sitting on the
sidewalk just outside their classroom.

Photographer: Karl Grobl
Location: Community of Willoq, near the town of Ollantaytambo in the Peruvian Andes

BASIC EDUCATION
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Photographer: Najibullah Musafer/Aina Photo Agency; Text translated from Dari and edited by Josh Shahryar
Location: Mahtab Qala area of Kabul City, Afghanistan

T

he United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees had initiated a
project for education in
Afghanistan, and in 2002
I visited Bamiyan, Kandahar and Kabul with a group of their staff.
In the Mahtab Qala area of Kabul, we went
to a school which was interesting in many
ways: The school not only taught academic
subjects, but also offered choir and music.
Most of the students came from very poor

and were listening to their teachers. They
would look up at the same time, write at
the same time and read at the same time.
They were reading the basic alphabet of
the Persian language, Farsi, which is their
native tongue. Their clothes also symbolize the way Afghan children are maintaining their culture. Even at the tender age
of six, one of the girls has a scarf tied onto
her head. The other important part of the
picture is the existence of the three colors
in the picture: yellow, red and green. The

The school not only taught academic subjects, but also offered choir
and music. Most of the students came from very poor families
or were orphans, and the school was trying to give these children
psychological relief.
families or were orphans, and the school
was trying to give these children psychological relief. Lunch was also provided.
At this school, more than 200 students
were crammed into its classrooms for eight
hours. These kids were sitting side by side

wall is yellow, while the kids’ clothes are
red and green — colors of the Afghan ﬂag.
This made it more of a color pattern and
created a sense of cohesion, while at the
same time, it symbolized the desire of Afghan children to learn and the meager situation in which they were trying to do so.

BASIC EDUCATION

children at school
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kabul women’s school

T

his school for young
women in Kabul is reopening educational
opportunities denied
for years under Taliban rule. Through
CARE Afghanistan’s Fast-Track Education Program for older girls denied
educational opportunities under the

Since I had spent much of 2002 in Afghanistan also and had been here in
2001 as well, before the Taliban fell, it
was an extraordinary moment to see
girls openly in school. During the Taliban time I had visited a school near
Jalalabad where girls were studying
illicitly — but this was in the open.
This photograph has been very popu-

This was one of the first places I saw where I was
allowed to photograph girls openly studying. Since I had
spent much of 2002 in Afghanistan also and had been
here in 2001 as well, before the Taliban fell, it was an
extraordinary moment to see girls openly in school.
Taliban regime, students complete two
grades of coursework in one school
year. The photograph was taken in
the summer of 2003 at a CARE girls’
school in Kabul. This was one of the
ﬁrst places I saw where I was allowed
to photograph girls openly studying.

lar, and I think the reason is the intent
look on the girl’s face. They were really starved for learning. It was taken
with a Nikon F-100 ﬁlm camera using
400-speed Kodak Ektachrome slide
ﬁlm in low light, pushed to 800 ASA.

Photographer: Peter Bussian
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan

BASIC EDUCATION

23

foreign assistance

in focus
24

25

By providing basic health care,
non-governmental organizations
have helped bring about remarkable
successes in disease-stricken regions.

2

Every year throughout the world, millions of people die from preventable infectious diseases. Many of the victims are children, either stricken with disease themselves or orphaned when their parents are infected and fall ill. More
than a million children die each year from diseases that could be prevented by
vaccines. Two out of three deaths among children and young adults in Africa
and Southeast Asia are due to one of only six diseases — tuberculosis, malaria, HIV/AIDS, measles, pneumonia and diarrhea. In addition, half a million
women die each year from the lack of basic health care during pregnancy and
childbirth.
By providing basic health care, nongovernmental organizations have helped
bring about remarkable successes in disease-stricken regions. Since 1989, the
number of children dying from preventable diseases has decreased by 15 percent. Over the past 20 years, the number of immunized children in developing
countries has risen dramatically, from 5 percent to 80 percent. Nongovernmental organizations working in the developing world understand that these
diseases exact a toll on the very building blocks of civil society, by robbing
entire generations of teachers, farmers, parents, doctors and future leaders.
Working together, these groups are reversing the prevalence of disease in the
hardest-hit areas of the world.

HEALTH CARE
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T

his image was taken in
2001 at an HIV testing
clinic in Lusaka, Zambia
for the Academy for Educational
Development’s
LINKAGES project, a global program funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development. It seeks to increase breastfeeding and related practices
to improve maternal reproductive health,
increase child spacing and reduce HIV
transmission. LINKAGES provides technical information, assistance and training

mission of HIV. A comprehensive program
to reduce mother-to-child HIV transmission
through safer infant feeding practices was
being expanded to 47 sites in Zambia.
Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT)
clinics are crucial in preventing the spread
of HIV, because by knowing his or her status, a person is better able to make informed
decisions on reproductive health. However,
encouraging people to be tested for HIV
has been a major challenge due to a lack of
testing facilities and/or the stigma and dis-

...encouraging people to be tested for HIV has been a major
challenge due to a lack of testing facilities and/or the stigma
and discrimination that follows the outcome. Fortunately,
the test result for the young man...was negative.
on breastfeeding, related complementary
feeding and maternal dietary practices. It
also helps governments and nongovernmental organizations in Africa design and
implement strategies to prevent the trans-

Photographer: Laura Brye
Location: Lusaka, Zambia

crimination that follows the outcome. Fortunately, the test result for the young man
pictured here, getting his ﬁnger pricked by
a local nurse, was negative.

HEALTH CARE

hiv testing
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Two weeks after the Southeast Asian Tsunami that hit on
December 26, 2004, I was traveling with several doctors
and staff of the International Rescue Committee, visiting
sites where the organization was implementing a large-scale
vaccination program with funding from the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee. We spent a long day visiting
makeshift clinics in small villages around Banda Aceh, where
hundreds of children were being vaccinated to prevent
outbreaks of measles.

HEALTH CARE
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Photographer: Jeffrey Austin
Location: Banda Aceh, Indonesia
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A

long a lonely stretch of
highway in
northeastern Zambia
walks Red
Cross volunteer Anton Chilufya, followed by 11 village
children. These boys and girls
were collected from villages
along the way and are being
taken to Pintu Immigration
Post eight kilometers away,
where they will be vaccinated.

In Zambia, measles is a leading
cause of childhood mortality
and one of the ﬁve major childhood illnesses. In 2003 the Red
Cross launched a campaign to
vaccinate 5.2 million children.
Anton and others like him volunteered to accompany the
children whose parents were
unable to do so, ensuring that
no child was left unprotected.
He was one of 1,800 Zambian
Red Cross volunteers participating in the campaign.

Anton and others like him volunteered to
accompany the children whose parents were
unable to do so, ensuring that no child was
left unprotected.

Photographer: Marko Kokic
Location: Northeastern Zambia

HEALTH CARE

leading children to be vaccinated
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new mosquito net

M

alaria has been a
major public health
problem in Sri Lanka throughout its
known history. In
the districts of Kilinochchi and Mullativu, malaria is still the
leading cause of death. For the farmers in this
agrarian region, a malaria epidemic can be
crippling. Sick and unable to work, a family
may be left without food or an income. The
epidemic’s impact has been intensiﬁed by civil war.

mosquito nets. With representatives from
Sarvodaya we visited the Sonakasalampakkulam Refugee Village near the noman’s land in north central Sri Lanka. The
woman holding the child had just received
the net and instructions on its use. I asked
why the nets were pink, and Dr. Chandradasa of Sarvodaya explained that the ﬁrst
nets they had bought had been green. But
green happened to be the color of a prominent political party, and the other political

The woman holding the child had just
received the net and instructions on its use.

To address the problem, the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria is underwriting
a $1.7 million malaria control program,
spearheaded by the local nongovernmental organization Sarvodaya. One of the
goals of the program is to distribute 10,000

parties had objected. So Dr. Chandradasa
made sure the next set of nets were of a
color that no self-respecting political party
would use.

Photographer: John Rae
Location: North central Sri Lanka

HEALTH CARE
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T

he remote village of
Hangar, near Bembereke in Benin, is a
dry, windswept area
not far from the Sahel,
the belt of semi-arid
land south of the Sahara Desert. Crops
often fail and people go hungry, leading to a high infant mortality rate during drought years. At this clinic, food
is supplied from the United States by
Catholic Relief Services, whose Benin

The feeding event is combined with
a mother/child clinic in which babies
are weighed to monitor their growth,
and mothers learn about nutrition
and primary health care. Immunizations are also provided at these
sessions. Meetings like these usually take place monthly and mothers
bring a card with a growth chart on
it to plot their babies’ progress. They
are also encouraged to breastfeed
their babies, unless the mother is HIV

The feeding event is combined with a mother/child
clinic in which babies are weighed to monitor their
growth, and mothers learn about nutrition and
primary health care.
Program is working to improve food
security and the quality of life of poor
families in rural and semi-urban areas.
This image shows a group of mothers
feeding their babies with a nutritious
formula made from maize, soy, milk
powder and other ingredients.

Photographer: Sean Sprague
Location: Hangar, Benin

positive. In such cases, there is a high
risk of passing on the disease to the
baby through lactation, so mothers
are advised to feed them ready-made
formula, which are often provided
free of charge.

HEALTH CARE

baby feeding

35

36

foreign assistance

in focus

measuring health

I

n 2003, more than one-third of
the children in southern Ethiopia
were found to be suffering from
low-grade or severe malnutrition.
I took this photo of a young boy
while accompanying a Catholic
Relief Services ﬁeld monitoring team in
the Shebedino area. They were conducting
“Measurement of Upper Arm Circumference” tests to determine the malnutrition
levels of local children under ﬁve years of
age — the most vulnerable in any popula-

tion. Because the area was experiencing a
drought, there were extremely high rates
of malnutrition in the area. The tape measures were divided into three color codes:
green indicating a healthy or normal measurement, yellow indicating some effects
of malnutrition and red indicating acute
or severe malnutrition. Of the samples we
randomly conducted that day, seven out
of 19, more than 40 percent, of the children measured were found to be initially
or acutely impacted by malnutrition. This
extremely high ﬁgure led
the team to worry that if
food interventions were
not begun immediately,
many of these children
would die.

In 2003, more than one-third of the children
in southern Ethiopia were found to be suffering
from low-grade or severe malnutrition.

Photographer: David Snyder
Location: Shebedino, Ethiopia

HEALTH CARE
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The contribution of women and
girls to civil society has become
increasingly more valued in recent
years.

3

In sub-Saharan Africa, women perform approximately 80 percent of all agriculture-related work. Traditional domestic tasks are now viewed as vital components of the national economies throughout the developing world. At the
same time, expanding opportunities for women to obtain an education and
to work outside the home has proved to be beneﬁcial as well. United Nations studies show that the growth of developing nations’ economies correlates positively to an increase in the number of women who receive secondary
schooling. Microcredit loans distributed by the U.S. Agency for International
Development overwhelmingly are allotted to women-owned businesses.
Yet women also comprise most of those in the developing world who cannot
read and who live on less than one dollar a day. Alarmingly, the past few years
have shown that over half of all persons infected with HIV/AIDS are women.
Educating, empowering and including women in prevention measures would
do much to address these trends. Nongovernmental organizations around the
world are placing special emphasis on improving opportunities for women and
girls, by supporting education programs and expanding women’s economic
and political opportunities and rights.

WOMEN & GIRLS
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B

reaking through the ribbon is Reshma Akhter, a
seven-year-old from the
slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh, and one of 150
students at a school mobilized by Hunger Project volunteers. I had
visited these children before, and I knew
they were alive with spirit. I didn’t really
have a proper camera; I took this in still
mode with our movie camera.

I am a staff member of the Hunger ProjectBangladesh, and one of our biggest initiatives every year is National Girl Child Day on
September 30. An alliance of more than 300
organizations holds more than 1,000 events
all across the country. It is one of my duties
to take photographs for the posters people
will carry at all these events. We also have
55,000 trained volunteers called “animators”
throughout the country who mobilize people
to take action to meet their basic needs.

I had visited these children before, and I knew they were
alive with spirit.

Photographer: Syed Ziaul Habib Roobon
Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

WOMEN & GIRLS

reshma
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women inspecting their ﬁelds

N

orthern Senegal
is one of the driest places I’ve
been. However,
in the town of
Keur Momar Sarr,
a nearby lake provided much-needed water. Church World Service,
working with local nongovernmental
organization ASREAD, helped the

us to see the canal, where we were
joined by many community members
for a large celebration for the work
that had been done so far. The canal was not ﬁnished yet, as you can
see from the large pile of dirt in the
background, but it had already made
a real difference. The green of the irrigated crops stands in stark contrast
to the dry and lifeless land beyond

The canal was not finished yet, as you can see from
the large pile of dirt in the background, but it had
already made a real difference. The green of the
irrigated crops stands in stark contrast to the dry
and lifeless land beyond the irrigation area.
community dig an irrigation canal
from Lake Guiers to nearby community garden plots. The head of
ASREAD, Makhona Mbaye, took

the irrigation area. I took this photo
after the celebration as the farmers
— mostly women — proudly showed
us their young crops.

Photographer: Jim Stipe
Location: Small village in northern Senegal

WOMEN & GIRLS
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Photographer: Dan Craun-Selka
Location: Longido, Tanzania

T

he Maasai woman in this
photo is Nailelu Ngoisori,
one of the 50 members
of the Longido Women’s
Group, a craft cooperative
in northern Tanzania. The
Longido Women’s Group was established
by the Maasai Women Development Organization not only to provide a means for the
women to earn incomes, but also to bring
them together to discuss human rights and
women’s issues. While the cooperative supports income-generation
activities such as handicrafts and cultural tourism, more importantly, it
also provides women with
an opportunity to discuss
issues such as HIV/AIDS;
environmental management and human
rights issues such as marriage, property
ownership and injustice; community health;
and educational opportunities for girls.

educational rights and other opportunities.
The woman’s role in the Maasai society
is primarily reproductive, limited to raising children and undertaking household
chores. Traditionally male children are
favored and receive educational opportunities, while girls mostly remain at home
and are uneducated. As a result, girls are
discriminated against because they are
not empowered enough to know their
rights. The Maasai Women Development
Organization was started to give Maa-

The Maasai Women Development Organization was
started to give Maasai women a voice and to empower
them economically, socially and politically.

Maasai women do not often meet to discuss these issues affecting their lives. They
are traditionally marginalized in terms of

sai women a voice and to empower them
economically, socially and politically. The
organization currently works with women
from three Maasai districts in Northern
Tanzania: Kiteto, Simanjiro and Monduli.
Pact Tanzania was providing technical assistance and training under its Tanzanian
Advocacy Partnership Program.

WOMEN & GIRLS

longido
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girl in riyad camp smiles

I

n May 2004 I visited the Riyad
camp for internally displaced persons near Al Geneina in West Darfur to conduct an assessment on
the shelter situation among the
camp’s displaced residents. As is
often the case, some young children found
our presence as entertaining as anything
else happening that morning and began
to follow our team around as we examined

the construction of the huts. This one girl
stood against the barren background of
the open land that ﬂowed from one side
of the camp and ﬂashed a gorgeous smile
that contrasted with the emptiness of the
countryside behind her. The shot that I
managed to capture shows the beauty of
the human spirit that persists despite the
brutality that altered the course of this
young girl’s life.

The shot that I managed to capture shows the beauty of the
human spirit that persists despite the brutality that altered
the course of this young girl’s life.

Photographer: Doug Mercado
Location: West Darfur, Sudan

WOMEN & GIRLS
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Photographer: Kate Moxham
Location: Central Dry Zone, Myanmar

T

his region is called the
Central Dry Zone for a
reason: Water is scarce;
clean water is even scarcer. In this photo, a girl from
the village of Dawah rests
as she carries the water she has collected
for her family. Near her village, there is a
small spring that slowly seeps water into
a tiny puddle only an inch or two deep. It
takes half an hour of patient scooping with
a shallow pan to ﬁll one of the buckets
seen here. In Dawah, they say that if two
people go to the spring together, they will
soon become lovers.
Most women in this village in central Myanmar participate in Pact’s microﬁnance program, which offers village banking credit,
savings programs and business training.

The project was introduced in 1997 under
the United Nations Development Program’s
human development initiative program to
address the lack of access to working capital for Myanmar’s rural poor, including in
the Central Dry Zone, the country’s poorest region. Pact helps organize villagers
into ﬁve-member savings and credit groups
that provide ﬁnancial services to all microbusiness sectors, from marginal farming to
small trade activities.

Near her village, there is a small spring that
slowly seeps water into a tiny puddle only
an inch or two deep. It takes half an hour of
patient scooping with a shallow pan to fill
one of the buckets seen here.
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women’s literacy in guatemala

W

o m e n ’s l i t e r a c y
programs work to
reach the 500 million adult women
worldwide who
cannot read or write.
This photograph, taken in the civil war combatant relocation tent village of Libertad,
Guatemala, captures a mother and child
in a women’s literacy class sponsored by
ProLiteracy Worldwide. Two hours before I
took this photograph, the women in the class
performed a dramatization of their earlier
horriﬁc struggle to form a women’s learning
group during Guatemala’s then-recently

ants, and the staples of sustainable family
life — cleanliness, food, safety, shelter and
education were elusive. For these women,
the simple opportunity to learn to read and
write had become a fervent hope. “We’ve
waited so long to learn,” student Esperanza
Belen observed.
In the tent that is their classroom, mothers
and daughters are eagerly learning their
native Kiche Maya as well as Spanish as
a second language. Their instruction integrates literacy with daily-life problemsolving in the areas of health, sanitation,
income generation, housing, human rights

Two hours before I took this photograph, the women in the class
performed a dramatization of their earlier horrific struggle to form
a women’s learning group during Guatemala’s then-recently ended
civil war. They re-enacted their first attempted literacy session
when troops attacked their camp and several women in the class
were killed or wounded.
ended civil war. They re-enacted their ﬁrst
attempted literacy session when troops attacked their camp and several women in the
class were killed or wounded. For more than
20 years they had lived as fugitive combat-

and parenting. As the mothers learn to
read, they become more active participants
in the education of their daughters as well.
For them, education is the ﬁrst step in their
prolonged quest for a better life.
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Photographer: Lynn Curtis
Location: Civil war combatant relocation tent village of Libertad, Guatemala
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S

mart, conﬁdent and quick
to smile, Rose is the kind of
person you can’t help but
be drawn to, a natural leader. My wife, Christina, got
to know her while working
with the International Institute for Rural
Reconstruction in western Kenya, where I
was documenting the organization’s projects. Rose had received a small loan to
purchase chicks and a rooster, and now
she kept over 100 chickens and sold the
eggs to supplement her family’s income.
The organization helped link Rose with lo-

other women in her community in Nyanza
Province what she had learned, therefore
beneﬁting the larger community.
Technically this is one of the more difﬁcult
photos I’ve taken. Sunlight streaming into
a dark chicken coop wasn’t exactly the ideal lighting situation. And the space was really tight. Though it’s hard to tell from the
photo because of the wide angle lens used,
the coop was only about three feet high,
so we’re both crouching down to avoid
hitting our heads. I’ve got my camera in
my right hand while holding the ﬂash in

Smart, confident and quick to smile, Rose is the kind of
person you can’t help but be drawn to, a natural leader.
cal groups to learn small business practices such as bookkeeping, leadership skills
and monitoring and evaluation. After her
own business grew, she began to teach

Photographer: Jim Stipe
Location: Nyanza Province, Kenya

my left to bounce the light off of the righthand wall, balancing myself on one foot in
the cramped space — all the while trying
hard not to step on a chicken!
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three girls with scarves

T

hese three young women
courageously unveiled
their beautiful faces and
smiled with confidence
— small steps toward
gender equality. As a phot o g r a p h e r, I w a s o v e r w h e l m e d b y
the colorful, exotic beauty of women from
India, but I was also inspired by both men
and women working with Heifer International in India to encourage women
to play a greater role in both family
and society.

Our society is taking positive
steps toward women. Today,
there are few problems in
our community families
because women have become
empowered.

I conducted an interview with Usha, a project participant, and her husband, Talwar,
who said, “I am happy and feel the women’s
group is a positive step minimizing the gaps
in our family life. Usha has lost a lot of her
frustrations and now interacts quite often
with me about domestic issues and our livestock.” He went on to say, “Our society is
taking positive steps toward women. Today,
there are few problems in our community
and families because women have become
empowered. We do not dare speak to elders
about these issues out of respect and traditional values, but personally, I want women
to become a larger part of society. Many
outsiders look at dominance as wrong; others fear changes. But through this project,
changes are respectfully taking place. We
look at the project efforts as modern and
essential, not only for the young but for the
elderly as well.”
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Photographer: Darcy Kiefel/Heifer International
Location: Village of Rampura, near Rajasthan, India
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International NGOs strive to provide
those forced to escape from their
homes with safe harbor and digniﬁed
treatment in the worst of conditions.

4

The decision to ﬂee one’s home and country to seek refuge elsewhere is made in
only the most desperate of circumstances. For the millions of refugees and displaced persons around the world, it was not their decision to make. One hundred
years ago, soldiers comprised 90 percent of war-related casualties. Today, civilians
account for the vast majority of refugees. Many must ﬂee for fear of persecution in
their homeland, and still others are driven from their homes by natural disasters
that have made daily life impossible.
Many refugees ﬁnd themselves at camps in conditions even worse than those from
which they have ﬂed, with some studies showing that the mortality rate among
displaced populations can be 30 percent higher than in their home communities.
Eighty percent of the world’s refugees are women and children, whose health
care and safety needs present special challneges for aid workers. International
nongovernmental organizations strive to provide those forced to escape from their
homes with safe harbor and digniﬁed treatment in the worst of conditions. They
also work to ensure that people do not remain refugees indeﬁnitely but have the
option of returning home or settling elsewhere. It is a difﬁcult task, but it is necessary for humanitarian organizations and governments to work together to protect
those in need of refuge and to assist them in rebuilding their lives.

DISASTER RESPONSE
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Photographer: Darcy Kiefel
Location: Cambodia

F

or me, Cambodia is full of
extraordinary people who
have endured endless pain
and suffering through 30
years of war and social disintegration. I consider my
project visit to Cambodia an inspiration
and an absolute privilege. This image was
taken during a visit near the Angkor Wat,
where Heifer International ran a program
to help hungry, undernourished families put
protein back in their diets at little cost by
raising pigs. In this picture, Nouk, a Cam-

strength of the Cambodian people, so eloquently described by Heifer International’s
Cambodia Director Sovann Sen: “Because
of the strength of the Cambodian people,
we are still on the map. Otherwise we
would no longer be.” He said during the Pol
Pot regime his entire generation had grown
up without school and with little hope. “No
home, no future; we did not even own our
own lives. And the most peaceful communities of all, the rural areas, were completely destroyed by war and [lost] any possible
hope for a future. Historically, Cambodians

Nouk, a Cambodian refugee, holds the gift of a Heifer International
pig near the Angkor Wat. The little boy was enthusiastic about
carrying his treasured animal through the tranquil temple setting,
but the pig wasn’t so sure.
bodian refugee, holds the gift of a Heifer
International pig near the Angkor Wat. The
little boy was enthusiastic about carrying
his treasured animal through the tranquil
temple setting, but the pig wasn’t so sure.
My vision was to capture the hope for the
children’s future as well as the spirit and

Photographer: Darcy Kiefel/Heifer International
Location: Near the Angkor Wat, Cambodia

helped one another, but that was lost with
the war as it was a struggle just to survive,”
he said. “But be they rich or be they poor,
we learned once again to take care of each
other and bring peace to our society. Cambodia owns this spirit and can come to be
structured again, despite our past hardship.
We look forward to our children’s future.”
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night commuter

T

his shelter, constructed by Catholic
Relief Services, is
one of many housing night commuters in the war-torn
northern region of Uganda. These
children leave their homes in the
countryside before nightfall to avoid
being abducted by the rebel Lord’s
Resistance Army to carry heavy loads
and to become soldiers in their militias. With increased militia activity,
and as a consequence, child abductions on the rise, parents send their
children to Gulu and other towns
to sleep where they would be safe.
With no shelters, most of the children

Working for Catholic Relief Services,
I visited this shelter in 2004. About
200 children lay in the sparse simple
brick structure like spoons in a drawer — head to head, toe to toe, somehow falling asleep in the lit room that
hummed with young voices chatting
like children do in every culture. I
searched for an image showing the
crowd, but with a face that could engage the viewer. Not ﬁnding a shot I
liked, I moved around the building to
the back door for a fresh view. Just a
few steps into the room, I found Okello Charles getting ready to sleep in a
space he had found at the feet of other
boys. In this packed room of kids who
should be sleeping at home, the young

About 200 children lay in the sparse simple brick
structure like spoons in a drawer — head to head, toe to toe,
somehow falling asleep in the lit room that hummed with
young voices chatting like children do in every culture.
spend the night in bus parks and on
the verandas of businesses. Catholic
Relief Services partnered with other
organizations to construct shelters
for some of the thousands of children
on the streets of Gulu.

boy squeezed into the only space he
could ﬁnd under the roof. The image had what I was searching for: the
crowd with a personal angle. It was no
longer just a mass of sleeping bodies;
the night commuter crisis had a face.

Photographer: Rick D’Elia
Location: Gulu, Uganda
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T

he Southeast Asian Tsunami disaster on December 26, 2004 took more than 30,000 lives in Sri
Lanka and left more than 1 million homeless. The
Batticaloa region on the east coast of Sri Lanka
was one of the worst-hit areas. When I visited the
community of Dutchbar in February 2005, on my
second trip to Sri Lanka after the tsunami, the scene was of a ﬂattened and smashed ruins. These young girls and boys, hired by
the Red Cross for around 1.50 pounds a day, were working with
their bare hands to clean up the area.

These young girls and boys, hired by the Red Cross
for around 1.50 pounds a day, were working with
their bare hands to clean up the area.

Photographer: Nicky Lewin
Location: Batticaloa, Sri Lanka
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putting a roof over our heads

I

n 2001, in what was to prove the
last year of Taliban rule, the Afghan people faced a humanitarian
crisis of catastrophic proportions.
More than two decades of unrelenting conﬂict and widespread
human rights abuse had left more than
1.5 million dead and nearly a third of Afghanistan’s population of 26 million uprooted. The worst drought in more than 30
years added to the Afghans’ misery and
displaced an additional 500,000 people
since mid-2000. The World Food Program
warned that more than 1 million Afghans
faced famine conditions.
In early 2001 I visited camps for displaced
persons in Herat, in western Afghani-

lize international aid for Afghans at risk.
More than 80,000 displaced persons had
recently arrived in and around Herat. The
camps set up to house them lacked sufﬁcient shelter, blankets, sanitation and even
food. Shortly before I arrived, a cold snap
had resulted in the deaths of some 480 displaced persons, and that spurred local and
relief ofﬁcials to launch an effort to build
additional housing. At the Maslagh camp,
I saw men helping build new shelters. I
talked to them about their experiences
and later photographed them as they continued their work. The men said they had
gone to Herat because there was no food
in their home areas. They were living in
tents and were looking forward to moving
into something more solid, but they were

At the Maslagh camp, I saw men helping build new shelters. I
talked to them about their experiences and later photographed
them as they continued their work. The men said they had gone
to Herat because there was no food in their home areas.
stan, on behalf of the U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants to document
conditions on the ground and to mobi-

worried that the shelters being constructed would house only a small fraction of the
camp’s 32,000 residents.

Photographer: Hiram Ruiz
Location: Herat, Afghanistan
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Photographer: Jiro Ose
Location: Kashuni Refugee Camp, Chad

A

ccording to the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, by late 2004 some
200,000 Sudanese had ﬂed
across the border to neighboring Chad, and an estimated 1.6 million were displaced within Darfur,
where militias reportedly killed, raped and
forced hundreds of thousands from their homes.
The Kashuni Refugee camp, near the border
with Sudan, is supported by the International
Rescue Committee and the UN refugee agency.
It was mid-July 2004; the scorching sun was in
full force again at the camp, located in the northeastern corner of Chad, a few miles from the

see what looked like a yellow vertical monolith.
A few minutes later, I felt a slight break in the
heat and a faint breeze. Then with every second the sky darkened, with a yellow hue. I could
see the refugees in the water line beginning to
leave, heading back to their tents for shelter. It
was their regular routine: A sandstorm was coming. In a few minutes, a giant wall of ﬁne yellow
sand engulfed the camp. Even the summer Sahara sun could not penetrate the storm; its rays
were deﬂected and reﬂected off the sand, turning the whole atmosphere an eerie bright orange
and yellow. I could see no farther than a few feet
away. Arriving at the edge of the Sahara Desert,
it had not taken me long to realize why everyone at this camp wrapped themselves, the men in
white, the women
in bright colors: to
shield themselves
from the sun and
the sandstorms.

Most Sudanese refugees were inside the tents to escape from
the heat, except for the ones waiting in a water line. Looking
out toward the horizon blurred by the heat coming off the
ground, I could see what looked like a yellow vertical monolith.
border with the Darfur region of Sudan. Most
Sudanese refugees were inside the tents to escape from the heat, except for the ones waiting
in a water line. Looking out toward the horizon
blurred by the heat coming off the ground, I could

Suddenly, a young
boy who must have
gotten a late start returning to his tent appeared.
I picked up the camera I was covering with my
bandana to shield it from the sand, and managed
to squeeze in one shot. By then the boy had disappeared into the muted yellow stormscape.
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water magic

D

rought and the resulting total crop failure has
made the people in West Hararghie, Ethiopia
totally dependent on aid. In this district roughly 200 miles from Addis Ababa, the whole
question of survival hangs on a knife’s edge, as
aid workers struggle to transport vital supplies
over deeply rutted dirt roads. Here, thirsty villagers take advantage of the spring and water development engineered by CARE
International. I took the photograph as the water spurted for the
ﬁrst time from a recently installed pipe,
straight into the delighted faces of the
local people.

I took the photograph as the water spurted
for the first time from a recently installed
pipe, straight into the delighted faces of the
local people.

Photographer: Nicky Lewin
Location: West Hararghie, Ethiopia
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Photographer: Ray Buchanan
Location: Ch’Ab, Afghanistan

O

n my second trip to Afghanistan, in February
2002, I was fortunate
to be accompanied by
the current chairman
of Stop Hunger Now’s
board of directors. Since I usually travel
alone, it was a pleasant change to have a

are often lost because I am at the center of
activity. I have to be totally involved with
the interchange and conversations and
just do not have the freedom to see all that
is happening around me. Also, I am often
mobbed by children who are overjoyed to
ﬁnd a stranger who will “snap their picture.” The result is far fewer good images
than I would like.

When I am alone, good photographic opportunities are
often lost because I am at the center of activity. I
have to be totally involved with the interchange and
conversations and just do not have the freedom to
see all that is happening around me.
companion, especially one well-traveled
and experienced. This photo was made
possible because I was not alone. When I
am alone, good photographic opportunities

I took this photo in northern Afghanistan during the
unloading of a grain shipment Stop Hunger Now had
brought in from Kazakhstan.
The chairman began a conversation with the program
director of our implementing
partner organization, which allowed me to
get the shot of this Afghan father carrying
the wheat he had received for his family.
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While hunger remains a pervasive
problem throughout the developing
world, effective aid and development
assistance have yielded some recent
successes.

5

Proper nourishment is the foundation for a healthy, productive population, yet
many people in the developing world do not have enough to eat. Of the 1
billion people who are vulnerable to hunger, half live in Southeast Asia and
one-third in sub-Saharan Africa. More than 153 million of the world’s malnourished are children under the age of ﬁve. In many areas a deadly cycle
of hunger and disease is perpetuated in which sick people do not have the
nutrition they need to get well because the farmers themselves are too ill to
work. The World Health Organization estimates that 7 million farmers in the
developing world have died from HIV/AIDS since 1985.
While hunger remains a pervasive problem throughout the developing world,
effective aid and development assistance have yielded some recent successes.
With the help of the U.S. government and international nongovernmental organizations, many people in the developing world have seen the improvement
of agricultural technology, the facilitation of aid delivery and the introduction
of market reforms to help make buying and selling food more affordable and
accessible. While much work remains to be done, providing a nutritious food
supply to those who need it most is in many cases the ﬁrst step in reducing
poverty and malnutrition.
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A

s we entered this small
village near Chitwan,
Nepal, a colorful array
of women radiating quiet
inner strength ﬁlled the
dusty road. Today there
would be a Passing of the Gift ceremony. In
this photograph, the older woman, Subhadra
Ghimire, the recipient of a Heifer International goat, is passing the gift of its offspring
to Subhida Pokhrel, a younger member of
this village. The passing of the gift allows
those who have received animals to become
donors themselves, helping other community
members achieve
a sustainable nutritional and ﬁnancial future. The
spirit of goodwill
ripples through

the community as animals are passed on
and bonds are formed in a group effort to
better their lives.
As one woman said after receiving her
Passing of the Gift offspring on this hot
summer day, “Just like drops of water can
create an ocean, we have joined together
as women to create ourselves. We have
proved that this is possible.” Once again, I
was in awe of the members and was honored to be present at such a caring and
giving ceremony.

The spirit of goodwill ripples through the
community as animals are passed on and
bonds are formed in a group effort to better
their lives.

Photographer: Darcy Kiefel/Heifer International
Location: near Chitwan, Nepal
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On tour in a rural village in Cambodia with
Action Against Hunger staff, I came across
this picturesque scene of local village women
and girls cutting rice. Action Against Hunger
helps the villagers increase rice production
and work toward self-sufficiency by providing
training in agricultural development and
loans to villagers impacted by the war.

Photographer: Jeffrey Austin
Location: Cambodia
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A

fter Hurricane Mitch ripped
through part of Central
America, Jeff Shriver of
Lutheran World Relief
worked with partner nongovernmental organizations
to set up disaster prevention programs. I was
invited along as a photographer on interviews
to evaluate the effectiveness of these programs,
and one of the many people we met with was
Oscar Fuentes of La Pelota, El Salvador.

not collapse, but it did fall sideways. It was
damaged pretty badly. The worst is that I
lost 60 quintales of corn. This really was
a disaster, because that is what we use to
survive.” A local partner group, APSIES,
brought Fuentes and his family emergency
food and water and helped him build a retaining wall to hold back future ﬂooding.
But Fuentes said what helped most was that
APSIES began holding meetings so that the
community could tackle their challenges

I sent my family to higher ground. I stayed to make sure
that my house was safe. It did not collapse but it did fall
sideways. It was damaged pretty badly. The worst is
that I lost 60 quintales of corn. This really was a disaster
because that is what we use to survive.
“When Mitch struck, things here were horrible,” Fuentes said. “The water kept rising.
The police came to warn us and get us out.
I sent my family to higher ground. I stayed
to make sure that my house was safe. It did

Photographer: Jim Stipe
Location: La Pelota, El Salvador

together. “They have helped us to trust one
another and to come together to discuss
our problems,” he said. Fuentes now plants
corn again and uses the peppers seen in the
photo to make a natural fertilizer.
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mealtime in brazil

I

n 1999 I created a documentary project called “Faces of
Tomorrow.” It was supposed
to be a vehicle to document
and photograph children
around the world while promoting the nongovernmental organizations that help improve their
lives. What I did not realize was how
profoundly it would change my life.
Meeting these amazing children
around the world and “hearing their
voices” has educated me in more
ways than I could imagine. I took this

or may have been abused, currently funded by the United Methodist
Committee on Relief. The children
in this program are not orphans, but
they may only have one parent, and
that one parent could be a drug lord
or a prostitute.
Here, three girls enjoy lunchtime at
the Instituto Centro do Povo. What I
love about this photo is how each one
of these girls has completely different characters that shine through the
photo — from the curious to the play-

What I love about this photo is how each one of these
girls has completely different characters that shine
through the photo….from the curious to the playful to
the shy. I just loved the spirit of these girls.
photo while I was working for a program called the Instituto Centro do
Povo, a safe haven for “lost” children
who may come from broken families

ful to the shy. I just loved the spirit of
these girls. While I worked with them
they let me into their world with trust
and love.

Photographer: Diana Barnett
Location: Gamboaia, Brazil
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Photographer: Alexandra Rapoport
Location: Southern Nepal

T

his woman is a member of the culturally rich Tharu community, an indigenous people in the Terai
region of lowland Nepal. She is seen here preparing beaten rice just outside of the buffer zone of
the Royal Chitwan National Park. The School for
International Training takes U.S. college students
to this region every semester to study sustainable agriculture
and community development projects. The Tharu were the only
people to live here until malaria was virtually eradicated in the
1950s. They are naturally resistant to malaria, which still occurs
occasionally in this
region. Because of
the malaria, the Terai was one of the
last areas of Nepal
to come into contact with the outside world, and the
people are still very
traditional and live
in close harmony with nature. While almost all Tharus are Hindu
by now, some elements of their tribal religion can still be found.
The villages are often peaceful, non-industrial havens, with the
residents committed to farming and tourism.

Because of the malaria, the Terai was one of
the last areas of Nepal to come into contact
with the outside world, and the people
are still very traditional and live in close
harmony with nature.
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mealtime

T

his was part of the “Faces of Tomorrow” documentary project. When I look at my photos it
takes me right back to that place in time. I took
this photo of a young boy at mealtime while I was
working for the Instituto Centro do Povo for “lost”
children, currently funded by the United Methodist Committee on Relief, in Gamboaia, Brazil. The program is truly
a safe haven for the children. This one boy hypnotized me with
his eyes, and while there is an essence of sadness in this photo,
mealtime is truly one of the children’s happiest times.

This one boy hypnotized me with his eyes, and while
there is an essence of sadness in this photo, mealtime
is truly one of the children’s happiest times.

Photographer: Diana Barnett
Location: Gamboaia, Brazil
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W

hen the Nyiragongo volcano erupted
in the Democratic
Republic of Congo
in 2002, the city of
Goma found itself
directly in the path of the lava ﬂows that
followed, and residents scrambled to ﬂee.
In the end, as much as 20 percent of Goma
was destroyed by the lava ﬂow, displacing
as many as 400,000 residents. In the days
that followed, humanitarian agencies arrived to provide food, water and shelter to

those who could not return to Goma. While
working at the St. Esprit distribution site,
one of the aid camps established on the outskirts of the city, I came across this young
mother feeding her son. Hundreds of others
stood waiting nearby for the arrival of a water truck at the camp. Once the immediate
needs of the displaced for emergency food
and water were met, aid agencies moved
on to begin the long-term efforts of rebuilding the hundreds of homes that had been
lost to Nyiragongo’s wrath.

While working at the St. Esprit distribution site, one of the aid
camps established on the outskirts of the city, I came across this
young mother feeding her son.

Photographer: David Snyder
Location: Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo
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dumping the salt cart

T

he United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) sponsors initiatives in Madagascar
with the government
and manufacturers
to promote the use of iodized salt to
prevent iodine deﬁciency. We visited
a participating manufacturer near
Manombo Atsimo on the western coast
of Madagascar. UNICEF had
donated the machine that
applies iodine to the salt as
well as the iodine. These men
had loaded the salt cart at
the evaporation ﬁelds and
were collecting the salt in
piles for iodization.
Documenting this nutrition
program in Madagascar
helped UNICEF promote
its implementation in other

countries. Lack of iodine, an essential micronutrient, still threatens the
growth and mental development of
millions of children around the world.
Iodine deﬁciency is the leading cause
of preventable mental retardation
and in severe cases can cause cretinism and goiter. The use of iodized salt
is a simple and cost-effective way to
eliminate iodine deﬁciency.

Iodine deficiency is the leading
cause of preventable mental
retardation and in severe cases
can cause cretinism and goiter.
Yet the use of iodized salt is a
simple and cost effective way
to eliminate iodine deficiency.
Photographer: John Rae
Location: Near Manombo Atsimo, Madagascar
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Farming and small businesses are the
backbone of many developing nations’
economies.
Of the 1 billion people living on less than one dollar a day, 70 percent work in
the agricultural sector. Many of these people are women, particularly in subSaharan Africa, whose work in the ﬁelds provides much-needed sustenance
and incomes to their families. Women are also the primary beneﬁciaries of microﬁnance loans to small businesses. Over the last 20 years, U.S. microﬁnance
assistance has reached over 3.5 million small business owners. Worldwide,
19.3 million people have been assisted by microcredit loans.

6

Challenges remain for farmers and small entrepreneurs in the developing
world. World Bank ﬁgures show that between 1961 and 2002 crop production
in developing countries increased 71 percent, and average grain production
doubled; nevertheless, the U.S. Agency for International Development reports
that farmers will have to double their productivity over the next 20 years to
provide enough food for the world’s growing populations. By providing farmers and small business owners with the necessary tools and training, U.S.
nongovernmental organizations are helping developing nations overcome the
need for aid and become self-sustaining.

WORK &
FARMING SKILLS
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Photographer: Liam Burke
Location: Bangladesh

I

’ve been a photojournalist for over
20 years, and I’ve been a longtime
volunteer for Concern Worldwide,
which I joined in 1989. I volunteered my services as I know the
power of good photographs and
I certainly believe in the organization’s
dedication and commitment to alleviating
hunger and poverty around the world, and
especially its focus on the most vulnerable
in society — women and children.
I remember this photo well, as we were
in Bangladesh to commemorate Concern
Worldwide’s 30th anniversary. It was my
second visit there, and a lot had changed

included an incense-making program.
Many of the women I talked to were heads
of households and were caring for families
of four and ﬁve children. In spite of this
pressure, the women were full of smiles as
they learned the craft of incense making.
But as I sat on the ground with them, photographing their faces and the faces of their
children, I realized it was much more.
The women were there talking to the staff
about their problems, and they loved attending these skills classes. I came to learn
that many of them were also attending literacy classes. So in every sense of the word,
this photo represented for me so much of
what Concern Worldwide
and the people of Bangladesh are all about — hope,
action and change. The
program was changing
the lives of poor women in
a really positive way. The
woman pictured here has
started her own incensemaking business. The colors in the photo and the expression on the
woman’s face, I hope, capture the real sense
of hope and passion to change her life and
those of her children.

Many of the women I talked to were heads of
households and were caring for families of four
and five children. In spite of this pressure, the
women were full of smiles as they learned the
craft of incense making.
for the better. One of the many programs
I visited was the women’s training center.
The center helps women become self-sufﬁcient through special skills training, which
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shaping a future

I

took this photograph in the company of a crowd of villagers from
Birabigha in Bihar, India. I was in
this remote village on a monitoring
visit for the Trickle Up Program,
which assists the poorest to launch
or expand their businesses with seed capital grants and basic business training. I
found Ram Ratiya Devi and her husband
with the help of our local partner agency,
Binoba Arogya & Lok Shikshan Kendra, a
grassroots organization that was very active in the community. I was interviewing
the couple to learn about their successes
and challenges but found it quite difﬁcult,

With the seed capital Devi and her husband purchased the potter’s wheel they use
to create the roof tiles and household pots
that they had until then shaped by hand.
The tiles, shown to the left, are made by
forming a tube and then cutting it in half.
The pots on the right are used for drinking
water; users do not touch their lips to the
rim, but pour the water into their mouths.
Devi and her husband were busy. A government housing plan was in progress, and
new homes for the poor were under construction in large numbers in the village.
The couple was happy to continue creating

I was interviewing the couple to learn about their
successes and challenges but found it quite difficult, given
the number of onlookers. The children were particularly
curious about my presence in the village during the
hottest month of the year.
given the number of onlookers. The children were particularly curious about my
presence in the village during the hottest
month of the year.

tiles to ensure they could help meet the demand. They have continued to grow their
business since my visit and have seen positive changes for their family in the process.

Photographer: Janet Heisey
Location: Birabigha, India
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A

nomadic Somali farmer leads his herd to a
distant water point in the frequently droughtstricken Ogaden region of Ethiopia. Many pastoralists in the Greater Horn of Africa depend
on the traditional practice of transhumance, or
the seasonal movement of livestock from one
ecological zone to another, as their primary strategy for survival.
In Ethiopia, the drought has led to a rise in the number of food
insecure pastoralists
requiring food aid
by more than fourfold between 1999
and 2003.

A nomadic Somali farmer leads his
herd to a distant water point in the
frequently drought-stricken Ogaden
region of Ethiopia.

Photographer: Cristina Alaman
Location: Ogaden, Ethiopia
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J

ames Mujumba and his AIDSorphaned four-year-old grandson Umaru are working in their
garden in the village of Kamuli
in Uganda. Mujumba, who received a cow and training under Heifer International’s dairy cow project,
now uses only organic fertilizer to enrich his
soil and produces some of the best crops in
his village. “…This project has helped with
milk and organic produce, which has made
our children grow and has provided us with
income for school supplies,” he said.

tied to a stick and quickly became pals as
his laughter ﬁlled the air. I soon realized
he was mature beyond his four little years
and that his grandfather had been teaching him the art of gardening. Umaru treasured his sweet peppers most of all and
understood that it was his Heifer International cow that had produced such a wide
variety of healthy foods for his family. The
grandfather said it had been a challenge
until then to feed the family’s 10 children,
most of them orphaned by AIDS.
“We would like to
say to those who
may help: ‘Please
be interested in our
lives and the continuation of this
project, which has
helped so much.’”
he said. “’It is not easy to ﬁnd milk, and
in the past it has been impossible for us
to buy. But now we own a cow through
Heifer International, and we can provide
our family as well as our neighbors with
nutritional milk and produce.’”

I always make sure I have toys to give the welcoming
children when I enter a village, but in this particular
community, only little Umaru was there to greet me;
all his siblings and friends were attending school.
I always make sure I have toys to give the
welcoming children when I enter a village,
but in this particular community, only little
Umaru was there to greet me; all his siblings and friends were attending school.
Umaru and I played with colorful balloons
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Photographer: Darcy Kiefel/
Heifer International
Location: Kamuli, Uganda
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Photographer: Claire Thomas
Location: Village of Bansalan in Mindanao, Philippines

W

hen we met on a
muggy afternoon
outside the village of Bansalan
in Mindanao, Hermelil Villaraiz told
me that she waited nearly a year before
joining Credit with Education, Freedom
from Hunger’s microﬁnance program. Her
husband had left her, and she feared the
other women would reject her because of
her poverty and what she saw as her poor
social standing. Instead, they encouraged
her to join because they knew she was a
hard worker and a good person. A year

Through the program, Villaraiz attends
education sessions on health, nutrition
and business development. “I know how
to separate what I spend on my inventory
from what I make in earnings. That way I
can determine my proﬁt,” she explained. “I
even separate the cost of types of products
so that I know which ones make the most
money.” The proﬁts go to her children’s
school fees. She said she sees herself as a
businesswoman now and makes careful decisions about how she uses her loan to stock
her shelves. And she dreams about the future instead of how she will manage each
day. “I hope my business will grow strong
so I can continue
to pay for my children’s education,”
she added. “I want
to build a house
where I can live
with my mother
and my children.”
What a long way she has come from the shy
woman who was afraid to participate in the
microﬁnance program!

She said she sees herself as a businesswoman now
and makes careful decisions about how she uses her
loan to stock her shelves. And she dreams about the
future instead of how she will manage each day.
after joining, she had started her “sari sari”
store — a neighborhood sundry store — and
was elected president of her credit group.
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Shoe repair using scraps of discarded
leather is one of the skills taught to
orphans of the 1994 genocide in Kigali,
Rwanda. CARE programs in Rwanda
include training community members
to provide basic education through
vocational skills, such as carpentry
and tailoring, for older children who
missed out on a formal education.

Photographer: Nicky Lewin
Location: Kigali, Rwanda
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All citizens should be able to appeal
to their governments for equitable
social and economic policies.
The right to political freedom and the right to live in peace are the fundamental
rights of all people throughout the world. All citizens should be able to appeal to
their governments for equitable social and economic policies. These basic rights
must be respected by all nations — but are of special importance to those whose
people are striving to come out from under the boot of poverty.

7

The United States has a long history of supporting newly emerging democracies. Initiatives such as the Millennium Challenge Account reward developing countries with records of good governance through carefully considered aid
packages. Since 1980 over 30 military regimes have been replaced by civilian governments. The poorest of these that have also proven to be models of
responsible governance have had the crushing debts accrued by their former
leaders forgiven, so they can truly start anew. International nongovernmental
organizations also are working to promote tolerance and reconciliation in previously war-torn areas, to try to ensure that conﬂicts of the past do not resurface.
Still, some dictatorships remain, and almost 40 percent of the world’s population lives in nations without a free press. But with the number of democratically
elected governments nearly doubling in the span of 15 years, U.S. civil society
remains hopeful that tyranny and political strife are truly on the decline.
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T

he ﬁfth annual Twic
Olympics was held
to unite the people of
South Sudan and to
encourage peaceful
resolution to conﬂicts
through sports and games. Here the
athletes march in the opening ceremony’s parade. This was followed by
traditional tribal dancing and singing. Over 30,000 people came to participate in and to watch the games.
Although the tribes attending these

most remote and inaccessible places
around the world, I was surprised
and delighted by my ﬁrst trip to
South Sudan to shoot the Twic Olympics. South Sudan is certainly one of
the most isolated places I have visited. Sadly, it is also one of the poorest and most underdeveloped. But
despite the poverty and violence,
the people have maintained a sense
of dignity and spirit that was a joy to
photograph. The youth and children
of the region have not forgotten how

Here the athletes march in the opening ceremony’s
parade. This was followed by traditional tribal dancing
and singing.
games have been involved in deadly
inter-tribal conﬂicts in the past, they
are making lasting friendships on the
sports ﬁeld.
Having worked as a photographer
and media specialist in some of the

Photographer: Cassandra Markham Nelson
Location: Twic County, Sudan

to smile, and when they do it is a
beautiful sight to witness. The Twic
Olympics was a tremendous event to
capture the hope and strength of the
South Sudanese people immediately
following the signing of the peace
accords in early 2005.
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During a weapons burning ceremony in
Cambodia, the young students pictured
here prepare to release dozens of doves as a
symbol of peace and new beginnings. In this
effort funded by the European Community,
weapons are collected and burned with the
objective of ridding the country of its tools
of destruction. To me, this image captures
Cambodia on the path to peace.
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Photographer: Jeffrey Austin
Location: Cambodia
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T

his is a very special photo
to me. It is symbolic of
the tens of thousands
of Maya who walked
many miles and then
waited in long lines
so they could vote in Guatemala’s November 9, 2003 presidential elections.
I wondered if this anonymous woman
voting in the town of Rabinal would

Rabinal was one of the areas most
ravished by the repression of Central
America’s longest war. I was there to
document a group sponsored by the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee that traveled to the area to witness
the election and record any irregularities. Guatemala’s civil war, lasting
more than 40 years, had been settled a
few years earlier, making their efforts

The long lines of Maya patiently waiting hours
humbled the group. Young Guatemalan students eagerly
monitored the process in a way the group never could.
someday tell her child of how she carried him on her back from their village
so she could vote for the candidate of
her choice. Perhaps one day, she would
tell him of how she and all the Maya
people had suffered the brutality of
war to win the right to vote in peace
as they did that day.

Photographer: Cindy Karp
Location: Rabinal, Guatemala

worthwhile. The long lines of Maya
patiently waiting hours humbled the
group. Young Guatemalan students
eagerly monitored the process in a
way the group never could.
Perhaps this child, so secure on his
mother’s back, will be the next generation to monitor the peace.
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afghanistan’s historic presidential election

A

burqa-clad Afghan woman
casts her ballot in Kabul in
Afghanistan’s ﬁrst direct presidential election on October
9, 2004. An employee of the
Joint Electoral Management
Body stains her thumb with ink and makes a hole
in her voting card to prevent her voting more
than once. This was a historical day — the ﬁrstever free and fair election day in Afghanistan.
I came out of the house at around eight in the
morning with a Canon 300D and took a taxi
to Dasht-e-Barchi, in the extreme southeast of
Kabul. There I walked into a high school called
Marefat. The school was buzzing with people;
both city-dwellers and villagers alike could be

ing very enthusiastic even though it was the ﬁrst
time they were going through such an experience. This prompted me to take more pictures
of the women than of the men, whom I could
have photographed anywhere. It was also because the women looked very independent.
They were there by themselves, not holding on
to the arms of their husbands, fathers, sons or
brothers.
I went into a classroom, crept into a corner and
waited for a woman to show her face and have
her ﬁnger marked. When the woman in this photo
walked in, she turned around toward the election
staff, yanked her burqa and held out her ﬁnger,
never noticing me in the corner. That is when I
took the shot. The difference in the women’s head

What struck me, however, was the sheer number of women. In burqas, chadors,
shawls and similar coverings, they outnumbered the men. They were rushing
toward the cabin where they were to cast their votes, seeming very enthusiastic
even though it was the first time they were going through such an experience.
found there. What struck me, however, was the
sheer number of women. In burqas, chadors,
shawls and similar coverings, they outnumbered the men. They were rushing toward the
cabin where they were to cast their votes, seem-

coverings is evident, but the voter is the one at
the heart of the picture. Even though you cannot
see her face in the picture, her gesture symbolizes freedom — at least for me — and that is what
the election brought to Afghan women.
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Photographer: Najibullah Musafer/Aina Photo Agency
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
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Photographer: Ray Buchanan
Location: Baghdad, Iraq

L

ike so many of my photographs, this was a true
“snap shot.” It was taken on
January 1, 2003, just a few
months before the United
States invaded Iraq. I was in
Iraq as part of a 12-member religious delegation assessing the humanitarian situation
in the wake of the United Nations sanctions. Two wars and 12 years of devastating
economic sanctions had created dire living
conditions for most Iraqis. Our delegation
was shuttled from meeting to meeting, and
then to site visits at schools, hospitals and
clinics, as we attempted to make the most
of the short amount of time we had.

er meeting for which we were already late.
Daylight had given way to dusk. That’s
when we were halted by a procession of
Iraqi children. Our cavalcade had inadvertently taken a route that had us tangled in
the midst of hundreds of children, parents
and teachers, all in the initial stages of
a large peace march and rally. The Iraqi
government ofﬁcials with us were horriﬁed. We would be even later to our next
meeting. Using all the ofﬁcial power they
could muster, they attempted to get the
street cleared so we could move ahead.
I have to admit that I was one of those
who made life more difﬁcult for our hosts

That’s when we were halted by a procession of Iraqi children. Our
cavalcade had inadvertently taken a route that had us tangled in
the midst of hundreds of children, parents and teachers, all in the
initial stages of a large peace march and rally.
The opportunity for this photo came after
an already long and arduous day. We had
just left an intense meeting with UNICEF
ofﬁcials and were literally racing to anoth-

by jumping out of our stopped vehicle to
start snapping pictures. And I am glad I
did. The spontaneity of the moment was
as beautiful as the children themselves.
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I

n April 2002 ﬁghting between Israeli and Palestinian forces was at its peak
across the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Israeli Defense
Forces imposed strict curfews on many West Bank towns, and
violence ﬂared across the region.
This photo was taken in May 2002 in
the Jenin refugee camp in the West
Bank, which had been the epicenter
for some of the worst of the ﬁghting.
More than 50 Israeli soldiers and

humanitarian agencies to provide
food and supplies to those cut off by
the ﬁghting, I had traveled to Jenin
days after the ﬁghting there ended.
Making my way to a rooftop to look
out over the camp, I came across this
young girl and her siblings. As she
noticed me kneeling to photograph
her, her back to a bullet- and shrapnel-scarred wall, she ﬂashed this
sign. While some have suggested it
is a sign for victory, I choose to believe it was one rather of peace, for

Making my way to a rooftop to look out over the
camp, I came across this young girl and her siblings.
As she noticed me kneeling to photograph her, her
back to a bullet- and shrapnel-scarred wall, she
flashed this sign.
Palestinian militants had been killed
in vicious ﬁghting that destroyed an
area several blocks wide in the camp.
Working with a consortium of other

the people in a region which has
known so much hatred and suffering
— a touching gesture in the midst of
such complete destruction.

Photographer: David Snyder
Location: Jenin, West Bank
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Our thanks...
This book would not have been possible without the extraordinary efforts of all the photographers
who participated in the InterAction Effective Assistance Photo Contest. Photographs play an instrumental role in providing the whole picture of effective international assistance and the current conditions of people living in the developing world. We would like to commend all of our entrants for their
quest to capture the essence of those bravely pursuing the basic human right to live with dignity.
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